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ABORIGINAL JOURNEY WAYS PROJECT 
Statement by Minister for Transport 

MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan — Minister for Transport) [9.16 am]: I rise to provide an update on the 
Aboriginal Journey Ways project. It is a collaborative initiative between Main Roads and Kurongkurl Katitjin, the 
Centre for Indigenous Australian Education and Research at Edith Cowan University. Led by Dr Francesca Robertson 
and Dr Noel Nannup, the project has documented how traditional Aboriginal trails, tracks and places align to 
the Main Roads network. This research has culminated in the publication of a 315-page book, formally launched 
at Government House in June. Titled Aboriginal Journey Ways: How Ancient Trails Shaped Our Roads, the book 
explores the spiritual significance of ancient Aboriginal trails and how they shaped our modern roadways. 
Many of the documented journey ways were a vital part of everyday life, connecting people and communities. 
One such example is Waarkarl Woonya Bidi. Noongar people travelled along this track for thousands of years 
to attend meetings at Kaarta Gar-up, otherwise known as Mt Eliza. When the British arrived, they used the same 
track to create a direct link between the two early settlements of Perth and Albany. Today, it is better known as 
the Albany Highway. The Aboriginal Journey Ways project, along with many others underway, contributes to an 
understanding of the intimate connection to country that Aboriginal people have and acknowledges the strength 
and resilience required to sustain the world’s oldest living culture. 
The WA transport portfolio is committed to recognising the contributions of Aboriginal people and acknowledging 
and celebrating local cultures and traditions. The state government has recently adopted the Aboriginal empowerment 
strategy as a high-level framework for a bright future for all Aboriginal people. This book is the beginning of 
Main Roads’ reconciliation journey, acknowledging the marginalised and invisible histories that have shaped our 
roadways and recognising the significant contributions of Aboriginal people in the development of the state’s 
road network. A copy of the publication is being donated to the Parliamentary Library, and soon local members 
will be given copies to distribute throughout their communities. I strongly encourage members to have a read and 
learn about the journey ways in their electorates. Again, I thank Dr Francesca Robertson and Dr Noel Nannup for 
all their work in producing this incredible publication. 
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